Echocardiographic diagnosis of myocardial abscess complicating myocardial infarction.
The relative incidence of myocardial abscesses occurring in the presence of acute or chronic ischemic heart disease is unknown. Clinical presentation usually involves nonspecific signs of sepsis, and the diagnosis often becomes apparent only when extensive myocardial destruction has occurred. Early diagnosis can greatly reduce morbidity and mortality rates. Echocardiography is a readily accessible and accurate method of diagnosing abscesses both in the presence or absence of endocarditis. We describe the appearance of a myocardial abscess complicating myocardial infarction.